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Introduction from  
Patricia Callan, Director, ABFI

As an All-Island industry, spread across two jurisdictions, the relationship between those 
jurisdictions has been of critical significance. The Good Friday Agreement has a crucial role 
to play to ensure the closest possible future EU-UK trading relationship and in protecting the 
benefits of the all-island economy. However, that relationship is about to change. It is now less 
than six months until the United Kingdom (UK) is due to leave the European Union (EU). Brexit, 
in whatever final form it takes, will lead to economic, legal and regulatory upheaval in the UK, 
Northern Ireland, Ireland and the entire EU. 

The UK remains the dominant market for Irish beer (71%) and cider (85%). It is vital that Brexit 
does not impede exports of these two drink categories to the UK. The Irish drinks industry 
operates on an All-island basis with seamless cross-border supply chains. These supply chains 
apply to both agricultural raw materials and packaging but also to the transport of finished drinks 
products in duty suspension. In total our industry carries-out over 23,000 truck movements 
across the Irish border every year. We have three cross-border Geographic Indications1, 
responsibility for which lies with competent authorities in both Ireland and the UK. This is just 
one of over 200 areas of All-island cooperation which must be protected post-Brexit.

The Irish drinks industry is one of the most integrated All-island sectors, important to the 
economies of both Ireland and Northern Ireland. For us, any Brexit upheaval could be highly 
disruptive, particularly if there was to be a disastrous ‘No Deal’ scenario. But Brexit need not be 
disruptive. The negotiations which remain underway will define the final form of Brexit and the 
scale of its impact. ABFI would urge all parties to seek to ensure that a Withdrawal Agreement 
is concluded and that a ‘No-Deal’ Brexit is avoided. We  want to see clear, robust provisions to 
safeguard the All-island economy and to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland.

The island of Ireland has a rich and celebrated heritage of 
brewing and distilling. Our island is home to some of the 
world’s most iconic drinks brands. Irish-produced drink 
categories export to over 140 global markets, supporting 
local jobs, local farmers and local suppliers. Our breweries 
and distilleries attract over 2.6 million visitors. Domestic 
consumers of our products contribute billions of euros 
and pounds in revenue to the Irish and Northern Irish 
exchequers. We are proud of the contribution of the  
Irish drinks industry to the All-island economy.
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But beyond the withdrawal and transition, it will be whatever agreement emerges for the future 
relationship between the EU and UK which will have the greatest long-term implications for 
the Irish drinks industry. When we consider the possibilities for that future relationship, we 
can see plenty of challenges and some opportunities. The task is to manage and mitigate the 
challenges; and grasp and accentuate any opportunities. 

In this paper, ABFI, as the All-island trade association for the Irish drinks industry, is setting-
out our priorities and recommendations for the future relationship. This paper seeks to guide 
negotiators and policy-makers on the challenges and opportunities; primarily with respect to 
the negotiations on the future relationship, but also with an eye to the ongoing, unresolved 
negotiations on the Withdrawal Agreement and the expected political statement on the 
future relationship.

This position paper sets-out priorities across four high-level themes:

1. Ongoing domestic and international protection of the three cross-border 
Geographical Indications for Irish Whiskey, Irish Cream and Irish Poitín.

2. Continuation and expansion of free trade opportunities for Irish drinks exporters, 
both North and South, including seamless EU-UK trade and transit.

3. Avoidance of a hard border and seamless alignment between the EU and the UK 
(particularly between Ireland and Northern Ireland) on regulation, VAT, and excise.

4. A supportive state-aid, regulatory and legislative environment for businesses to 
operate in post-Brexit. 

ABFI looks forward to continuing our active engagement with the EU Commission and the 
Irish and UK Governments to ensure our priorities are addressed in the ongoing negotiations 
and to achieve the best possible outcome and least possible disruption for the All-island Irish 
drinks industry.

Patricia Callan
Director, ABFI
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Our industry’s top priorities

n	 With 207 million bottles of Irish GI spirits sold in 2017, one-third of which 
were produed in Northern Ireland, ABFI calls on the UK Government to seek 
protection for all GIs in new trade agreements it negotiates post-Brexit.

n	 ABFI is calling on the EU and UK to ensure that all drinks produced in 
Northern Ireland can continue to be labelled ‘Product of Ireland’. The three 
Irish spirits GIs should not be required in any way to carry a ‘Product of UK’ 
designation which would undermine the GI and confuse consumers.

n	 With €1.6 billion of drinks exports from the island of Ireland to over 140 
markets in 2017, ABFI calls on both the EU and the UK to seek to continue 
and expand zero-tariff, global free trade, for Irish drinks exporters both North 
and South. Northern Irish producers should not have to face reduced global 
trade and market access opportunities as a result of Brexit.

n	 ABFI calls for the introduction of a comprehensive FTA between the EU and 
UK with zero tariffs applying to ALL goods traded between the EU & the UK.   
A fall-back to EU external tariffs or WTO rates must be avoided, particularly 
for barley, malt, glass bottles, apples and finished cider.

n	 ABFI would favour the UK remaining in the Customs Union. However,  
as a minimum ABFI calls on the UK to remain in the Customs Union  
until a comprehensive FTA is agreed, to avoid any sudden disruption  
to EU-UK trade.

n	 ABFI calls on the UK Government to commit to continued alignment with 
important existing EU regulations governing the drinks industry, labelling, 
bottle sizes, etc. The regulatory divergence between North and South on 
labelling proposed in the Irish Public Health (Alcohol) Bill should be reversed.

n	 With some Irish drinks producers having up to 40 ‘live’ suppliers on the 
other side of the border at any one time, ABFI calls for implementation of 
seamless VAT alignment between Ireland and Northern Ireland through the 
UK remaining fully aligned with EU VAT rules. Companies in Ireland should 
not have to face any up-front VAT payments for the purchase of goods or 
services from the UK, including Northern Ireland.

n	 ABFI calls on the European Investment Bank to end its discriminatory 
prohibition on Irish distilled spirits producers from accessing the Irish 
Government’s Brexit Loan Scheme. ABFI calls on the Irish Government  
to ensure that the new Future Growth loan scheme, announced in  
Budget 2019, (or a separate bespoke strand) is open to Irish distilleries  
and spirits producers.

Many of  the recommendations contained in this paper 
reflect those of other sectors of the economy, including 
policy positions championed by our colleagues in Ibec. 
However, there are number of issues which specifically 
affect the Irish drinks industry. This paper highlights 
our top priorities on these issues.
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The All-island  
drinks industry

Value of global drinks exports 
Ireland €1.19 billion

Northern Ireland €0.42 billion

All-island €1.61 billion

All-island to GB exports €166 million

Value of Ireland to UK drinks trade €190 million

Value of UK to Ireland drinks trade €174 million

Value of Ireland to Northern Ireland drinks trade €60 million

Value of Northern Ireland to Ireland drinks trade €61 million

Sources: CSO, Industry, Ibec
Note: Export value figures are based on selling price declared to authorities on export. Export value figures for Ireland 
are published by the CSO. Official figures are not published for Northern Ireland, except by CSO for trade with Ireland.  
Other Northern Ireland figures have been extrapolated on a comparitative basis using industry data.

Importance of UK to Irish drinks exports  
(Percentage of total ROI exports by volume into UK)

n	 Spirits 7.5%

n	 Beer 71%

n	 Cider 85%

Source: CSO

207 million bottles of Irish GI spirits were produced in 2017
Two-thirds produced in Ireland/One-third produced in Northern Ireland
Sources: IWSR, Industry

Over 130 million glass bottles are imported into Ireland from UK every year
Source: Industry

The Irish drinks industry carries-out over 23,000 cross-border truck  
movements – over 5,000 of which are alcohol tanker-movements

n	 Malted barley from malthouse to distillery

n	 Milk from farm to processing 

n	 Cream from processing to cream liqueur production

n	 Malt or grain whiskey for use in blending

n	 Whiskey from distillery to bottling

n	 Beer from brewery to bottling and canning

n	 Apples from orchards to cider producers

Source: Industry

Brexit and the Irish drinks industry6



Why a ‘No Deal’ withdrawal 
must be avoided
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A ‘No Deal’ Brexit would be seriously damaging to the Irish and UK economy,  
including the All-island drinks industry. 

The potential consequences of a ‘No Deal’ Brexit include:

n	 Lack of continuity in legal protection for Irish cross-border GI’s in  
Northern Ireland and the UK;

n	 Lack of continuity in access for Northern Irish producers to global  
free trade opportunities;

n	 Immediate  tariffs on barley, malt, glass bottles, apples, finished cider  
and other supply chain inputs; 

n	 Regulatory and custom checks at the Irish border, leading to  
significant delays and additional costs;

n	 Requirement for up-front VAT payments on cross-border trade;

n	 Potential for regulatory divergence across a range of standards  
from labelling to bottle sizes.

This all must be avoided.

ABFI would urge all parties to seek to ensure that  
a Withdrawal Agreement is concluded and that a  
‘No Deal’ Brexit is avoided.



Protecting our 
Geographical 
Indications

In 2017, global sales of Irish Whiskey, Irish Cream and Irish Poitín reached 17.2 million cases, 
or 207 million bottles. All three spirits are designated as cross-border Geographical Indications 
(GIs) meaning they can only be produced on the island of Ireland in line with an approved 
Technical File. GI status protects the good name and high standards of the category.

The legal underpinning of the three Irish spirits GI is found in EU law. EU GIs are also protected 
in trade agreements negotiated by the EU. This provides a legal mechanism to protect against 
counterfeit products in third-countries. The recent EU agreement with Canada greatly enhanced 
the protection for Irish Whiskey and Irish Cream while the new EU agreement with Japan 
introduced protection for Irish Whiskey and Irish Cream for the first time.

Post-Brexit, the three Irish spirits GIs will be the only ones to span territory both inside the EU 
and outside. ABFI welcomes the statements made by the UK Government which recognises 
the three Irish spirits GIs as also being UK GIs. ABFI further welcomes the commitments made 
by the UK Government to introduce a legal framework to protect GIs in the UK post-Brexit. But 
there are outstanding issues which must be resolved. Most critically, we do not want the EU 
and UK making trade agreements with third countries, where one agreement protects the Irish 
spirits GIs and the other doesn’t. That could lead to legal uncertainty in those countries and 
potentially make protection against counterfeit products more difficult.  

Top priorities:
n	 The UK should seek protection for all GIs in new trade agreements 

With 207 million bottles of Irish GI spirits sold in 2017 in over 140 markets, one-third 
of which are produced in Northern Ireland, ABFI calls on the UK Government to seek 
protection for all GIs in new trade agreements it negotiates, similar to the GI protection 
included in all EU-negotiated trade agreements.

n	 NI spirits should be allowed use ‘Product of Ireland’ designation  
ABFI is calling on the EU and UK to ensure that all drinks produced in Northern Ireland 
can continue to be labelled ‘Product of Ireland’. The three Irish spirits GIs should not be 
required in any way to carry a ‘Product of UK’ designation which would undermine the 
GI and confuse consumers.

ABFI calls for the ongoing domestic and 
international protection of the three cross-
border Geographical Indications for Irish 
Whiskey, Irish Cream and Irish Poitín.
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Other recommendations:
n	 Ireland and the UK should introduce common domestic legislation on GIs 

ABFI is calling on both the Irish and UK Governments to introduce similar legislation 
to ensure that there is a common and seamless approach to the legal recognition, 
technical application and enforcement of the three cross-border Irish spirits GIs.

n	 The UK should recognise all existing EU GIs 
The UK has committed to a legal framework to protect existing and future UK GIs in the 
UK post-Brexit (including the three cross-border Irish spirits GIs). ABFI is calling on the 
UK Government to extend recognition and protection to all existing EU GIs.

n	 NI GI spirits producers should be allowed to access EU GI promotional initiatives  
ABFI calls for Northern Irish GI producers to continue to be allowed to access GI 
promotional initiatives co-funded by the EU. 

n	 Ireland and the UK should establish a joint committee on cross-border GIs  
ABFI is calling on both the Irish and UK Governments to establish a joint committee on 
cross-border GIs to ensure a coordinated and consistent approach to the application, 
verification and protection of the GIs, north and south. This committee should comprise 
the relevant competent authorities and allow for industry input.
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Continuing  
and expanding 
free trade 

The EU is the world’s biggest exporter of goods and services, built on a global series of rule-based 
trade agreements.  Ireland has benefitted greatly from access to EU-backed free trade. The recent 
EU agreement with Canada abolished outstanding tariffs on Irish Cream liqueur and Irish Gin and 
reformed provincial liquor board levies on imported spirits, to the benefit of the sales of premium Irish 
spirits. The EU is currently negotiating free-trade agreements with Australia, Vietnam and the Mercosur 
bloc, all of which offer the valuable potential for tariff or levy reductions for Irish spirits exports.

In terms of opportunities, post-Brexit, Irish whiskey and Irish cream liqueur will be the EU’s second 
and third largest spirits exports. Indeed, if its current growth trajectory continues, Irish whiskey 
could soon be the EU’s largest spirits export. Continued access to EU trade agreements could offer 
important competitive advantages to Irish-produced drink categories.

However, in terms of challenges, Brexit poses risks of disruption to free trade between Ireland and 
the UK and to trade between Northern Ireland and the rest of the world. We do not want Northern 
Ireland producers to face any significant comparative disadvantage if they lose access to EU trade 
agreements. 

In terms of EU-UK trade, the economic interests of both the EU and the UK would be best 
served by the UK remaining in a customs union with the EU. If this cannot be achieved, then a 
comprehensive alternative approach must be put in place. A fall-back to EU external tariffs or 
WTO rates must be avoided. For example, an EU external tariff  of 5% on 130 million glass bottles 
imported from the UK; or a 7.2% tariff on apples grown in Northern Ireland would  lead to significant 
additional production costs for Irish producers. An EU external tariff of €7.70/hl would also hit 
Northern Irish cider sales into Ireland. Tariffs of up to €93 per tonne on barley and €131 per tonne 
on malt would add significant costs to Northern Irish whiskey distilleries and breweries buying barley 
and malt from Ireland; and to Irish craft distilleries and breweries buying specialist malts from the 
UK. The UK remains the dominant market for Irish beer (71%) and cider (85%). It is vital that Brexit 
does not impede exports of these two drink categories to the UK, such as through the risk of a 
WTO tariff being applied to Irish cider imports to the UK, similar to the €7.70/hl external tariff applied 
by the EU. Tariffs on cider trade would damage the cost competitiveness of Irish and Northern Irish 
cider producers, threatening sales and jobs. 

Top priorities:
n	 The EU and UK should seek to continue and expand global free trade 

With €1.6 billion of drinks exports from the island of Ireland to over 140 markets in 2017, 
ABFI calls on both the EU and the UK to seek to continue and expand zero-tariff, global 
free trade for Irish drinks exporters, both North and South. Both the EU and UK should 
seek to conclude free trade agreements with as many global markets as possible to 

ABFI calls for the continuation and expansion 
of free trade opportunities for Irish drinks 
exporters, both North and South, including 
seamless EU-UK trade and transit.
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eliminate tariffs and remove behind-the-border barriers. Northern Irish producers should not 
have to face reduced global trade and market access opportunities as a result of Brexit.

n	 Zero tariffs should apply to all goods traded between the EU & UK, not WTO rates 
ABFI calls for the introduction of a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between the 
EU and UK with zero tariffs applying to ALL goods traded between the EU & the UK, including 
dry goods, glass bottles, raw materials and of course finished drinks products. A fall-back to 
EU external tariffs or WTO rates must be avoided, particularly for barley, malt, glass bottles, 
apples and finished cider.

n	 The UK should remain in the Customs Union, at a minimum until a comprehensive  
FTA is agreed 
ABFI would favour the UK remaining in the Customs Union. However, as a minimum, ABFI calls 
on the UK to remain in the Customs Union until a comprehensive FTA is agreed, to avoid any 
sudden disruption to EU-UK trade.

Other recommendations:
n	 NI producers should continue to access EU FTA benefits, at least during the transition 

ABFI wants Northern Irish exporters to continue to have access to the provisions of EU FTAs, 
at least during the transition period while the UK is negotiating its own agreements. Northern 
Irish producers should not have to face reduced global trade and market access opportunities 
as a result of Brexit.

n	 The EU & UK should agree customs cooperation and mutual AEO recognition 
ABFI calls for continued close cooperation between EU and UK customs authorities to facilitate 
frictionless trade, both north-south and east-west. 

 ABFI welcomes the commitment by the UK Government to introduce their own Authorised 
Economic Operator (AEO) scheme. ABFI further calls on the UK and the EU to agree mutual 
recognition of its AEO schemes with a view, as a minimum, to ensuring that companies with 
existing AEO status need not require re-registration in either the UK or EU27 respectively.

 ABFI calls for the ongoing review of the AEO model to reduce the burdensome auditing and 
accounting criteria required to obtain and maintain AEO status, and to introduce an extended 
AEO which would allow members of the same group of companies to be included in an AEO.  

n	 The UK should remain in membership of the Common Transit Convention 
ABFI calls for the UK to remain part of the European Common Transit System to ensure 
smooth transit of goods to, from and through the UK (including the landbridge). Membership of 
the Common Transit Convention (CTC) would further enable the use of the New Computerised 
Transit System (NCTS) to simplify transhipments across the UK, EU27 and EFTA countries. 

n	 There should be provision for trade cumulation in new FTAs 
ABFI calls for both full bilateral cumulation in the planned UK-EU FTA and full diagonal 
cumulation with selected shared FTA partners.  This would remove any potential complexities 
or barriers (linked to Rules of Origin) applying to products which are produced/bottled across 
both jurisdictions on this island when it comes to export to a common EU/UK FTA destination.
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Remaining aligned 
on regulation,  
VAT and excise 

The EU Single Market ensures the free movement of goods and services, underpinned 
by a harmonised set of standards, rules and specifications. The Single Market has been 
instrumental in facilitating our cross-border supply chains and trade between Ireland and 
the UK and between Northern Ireland and the rest of the EU.

The UK Government have indicated their intention to leave the Single Market. The Irish 
drinks industry is seeking commitments on continuing EU-UK alignment in key areas 
from labelling rules to bottle sizes. Alignment in these areas is essential to avoid checks, 
delays and costs.

Already, the Irish Government is signing-up to regulatory divergence in labelling between 
North and South by seeking to introduce country-only labels for Ireland under the Public 
Health (Alcohol) Bill. This type of negative regulatory divergence will be highly damaging 
to the All-island drinks industry, particularly for smaller producers, such as Northern Irish 
Gin producers, for who Ireland and Northern Ireland are their two largest markets and 
who will now require two labels for the one island. Existing regulatory divergence such as 
this should be reversed and further regulatory divergence must be avoided.

The possible re-introduction of a hard border between Ireland and Northern Ireland 
would be highly disruptive for the Irish drinks industry, particularly for the more than 
23,000 truck movements across the Irish border every year. According to ABFI 
members’ experiences from other countries, checks at border points could add an 
additional hour or €100 per truck movement to costs.

ABFI is aware of some member companies in border counties who have, at any one 
time, up to 40 ‘live’ suppliers on the other side of the border. If there was to be no 
Brexit agreement on VAT, then, for the first time since 1993, an import VAT charge could 
become payable up-front at the point of importation resulting in significant cash flow 
disruption and increased administration/compliance costs.

In relation to Excise, under EU legislation, duties are paid on alcohol at the final point of 
consumption. The Excise Movement Control System (EMCS) is a computerised system 
which allows member states to monitor the duty-suspended movement of excisable 
goods in real-time. EMCS negates the need for excise border checks. While the UK and 
EU27 are set to operate independent systems post-Brexit, there should be a concerted 
effort on both sides to avoid disruption, delays or any new bureaucracy.  

ABFI calls for the avoidance of a hard  
border and for seamless alignment 
between the EU and the UK (particularly 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland)  
on regulation, VAT, and excise.

03
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Top priorities:
n	 The EU & UK should agree common rules on key drinks-related regulations  

ABFI calls on the UK Government to commit to continued alignment with important 
existing EU regulations governing the drinks industry, labelling, bottle sizes, etc, 
including the following regulations:

• Spirit Drinks Regulation (110/2008)

• Food Information to Consumers (FIC) Regulation (1169/2011) 

• Bottle sizes and metrology (76/211/EEC; 2007/45/EC)

• Food safety (178/2002/EC; 852/2004/EC; 882/2004/EC)

The regulatory divergence between North and South on labelling proposed in the Irish 
Public Health (Alcohol) Bill should be reversed.

n	 There should be seamless VAT alignment between Ireland and Northern Ireland 
With some Irish drinks producers having up to 40 ‘live’ suppliers on the other side of 
the border at any one time, ABFI calls for implementation of seamless VAT alignment 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland through the UK remaining fully aligned with EU 
VAT rules. Companies in Ireland should not have to face any up-front VAT payments 
for the purchase of goods or services from the UK, including Northern Ireland.

Other recommendations:
n	 The EU and UK must agree seamless excise movement  

ABFI calls on the EU and the UK to agree measures to ensure the continued 
seamless movement of excisable goods in duty-suspension and to avoid excise 
border checks. The possibility of Northern Ireland remaining in the EU EMCS should 
be fully examined.

n	 The EU & UK should agree joint governance arrangements 
ABFI calls on the EU and the UK to agree, as part of a future trade agreement, a 
specific joint governance arrangement including establishment of a Committee on 
Spirits. This committee should comprise the relevant competent authorities and allow 
for industry input.
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Ensuring a 
supportive business 
environment 

Irrespective of the outcome of EU-UK negotiations, Brexit will undoubtedly result in serious 
disturbance to the Irish economy, both North and South. Consequently, there is undoubted 
rationale for a range of measures to support stabilisation, competitiveness, diversification and 
connectivity to mitigate the disturbance to the economy.

We believe the Irish and UK Governments should maintain a supportive domestic regulatory 
and legislative environment for business to operate in. Ireland currently has the third-highest 
aggregate rate of excise on drinks products in the EU. The UK has the fourth highest rate. 
These excessive excise rates and disproportionate legislative restrictions on the advertising and 
sale of drinks are examples of unsupportive measures which should be avoided. 

Top priority:
n	 ABFI welcomes the Government’s commitment to assisting businesses  

to deal with the Brexit threat 
The expansion of sustainable financing measures for working capital and longer-term 
investment such as the Irish Government’s Brexit Loan Scheme, are vitally important.  
However, as this Scheme is part-funded by the European Investment Fund, the European 
Investment Bank rules apply, which means that the producers of distilled spirits have 
been excluded from applying for the Brexit Loan Scheme. We are calling for an end to this 
unjustified discrimination. 

 ABFI welcomes the Future Growth loan scheme announced in Budget 2019. We are 
calling on the Irish Government to ensure that this new loan scheme (or a separate 
bespoke strand) is open to Irish distilleries and spirits producers.

ABFI calls for a supportive state-aid, 
regulatory and legislative environment  
for businesses to operate in post-Brexit. 
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Other recommendations:
n	 The EU should permit a temporary state aid framework  

ABFI calls on the Irish Government to continue to engage with the European Commission 
to seek introduction of a temporary EU state aid framework during any adjustment period to 
support companies with innovation, market diversification, upskilling and capital expenditure. 
The European Globalisation Adjustment Fund should also be reformed to ensure it can 
address the economic fallout of Brexit. Ideally, similar state aid should be available in both 
jurisdictions on the island of Ireland.

n	 There should be increased funding for state agencies for market access  
and diversification initiatives   
ABFI calls for an increase in funding for relevant state agencies, including Bord Bia  
and Invest NI, to implement market access and diversification initiatives including:

• trade missions and market access supports aimed at priority and emerging markets, 
including markets subject to new FTAs;

• effective market intelligence;

• continued graduate placements in international markets;

• targeted promotion campaigns for Irish drinks categories in priority markets.

n	 New regulations and legislation should be business-proofed 
ABFI calls for robust regulatory impact assessments of new regulation and legislation 
(particularly in the area of public health) to avoid or mitigate any adverse impact on the 
reputation, competitiveness and sustainability of the Irish drinks industry.

n	 Excessive Irish and UK excise rates should be reduced 
ABFI calls for a reduction in the excessive and uncompetitive excise rates in both Ireland  
and the UK.

n	 Excise exemptions should be open equally to all small drinks producers 
ABFI calls on both the EU and the UK to extend workable excise exemptions, currently 
available to small breweries, to small distilleries.

n	 EU ports policy should support Irish-continental shipping links 
ABFI is calling for all three of Ireland’s core ports (Dublin, Cork and Shannon-Foynes) and at 
least one French port to be included in revised EU T-Ten maritime links between Ireland and the 
continent.  ABFI would further call on the EU Commission to explore new ways of supporting 
Ireland’s smaller ports to help them to adapt to Brexit.

n	 The Ireland-UK Common Travel Area must be maintained 
ABFI calls for preservation of the Ireland-UK Common Travel Area and the continuation and 
extension of Visa Waiver Schemes for tourists wishing to visit both Ireland and the UK.
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About ABFI
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ABFI comprises five category trade associations:

n	 Irish Brewers Association

n	 Irish Cider Association

n	 Irish Spirits Association

n	 Irish Whiskey Association

n	 Irish Wine Association

ABFI, through its category associations, is a member of both the Brewers of Europe 
and spiritsEUROPE.

ABFI, with industry partners, has been actively engaged in lobbying and working with 
the EU Commission, Irish Government, UK Government and with statutory agencies 
in seeking to influence the Brexit negotiations and to plan for all potential scenarios.

ABFI looks forward to continuing this engagement and to seeking to progress 
achievement of the priorities set-out in this paper.

www.abfi.ie 

The Alcohol Beverage Federation of  
Ireland is the All-island representative  
body for the Irish drinks industry. ABFI  
is a sector of Ibec, Ireland’s largest  
business representative group.
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Ibec Head Office

84/86 Lower Baggot Street

Dublin 2

T: + 353 1 605 1500

E: membership@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/membership

Limerick

Gardner House Bank

Place Charlotte Quay Limerick

T: + 353 61 410411

E: midwest@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/midwest

Galway

Ross House

Victoria Place

Galway

T: + 353 91 561109

E: galway@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/west

Donegal

3rd Floor, Pier One Quay Street 

Donegal Town Donegal

T: + 353 74 9722474

E: northwest@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/northwest

Cork

Knockrea House

Douglas Road

Cork

T: + 353 21 4295511

E: cork@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/cork

Waterford

Waterford Business Park  

Cork Road Waterford

T: + 353 51 331260

E: southeast@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/southeast

Brussels

Avenue de Cortenbergh

89, Box 2

B-1000 Brussels

BELGIUM

T: + 32 (0)2 512.33.33

F: + 32 (0)2 512.13.53

E: europe@ibec.ie

W: www.ibec.ie/europe

Extend Ireland’s global reach. Join the conversation. @ibec_irl

www.linkedin.com/company/ibec

www.ibec.ie

Alcohol Beverage Federation of Ireland

84/86 Lower Baggot Street

Dublin 2

T: + 353 1 605 1500

E: info@abfi.ie

W: www.abfi.ie

@ABFI_Ireland


